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PERFORMANCE NOTES

Instrumentation

Jazz Big Band

•    Reeds Section:
    •    2 Eb Alto Saxophones
    •    2 Bb Tenor Saxophones
    •    1 Eb Baritone

•    Brass Section:
    •    4 Bb Trumpets 
    •    3 Trombones

•    Rhythm Section 
    •    Drum Set
    •    Guitar (optional)
    •    Electric Piano
    •    Electric Bass

Notes and Symbols

1.    At  the  [J],  [J1]  and  [J2]  rehearsal  letters,  the  written  solo  parts  give  the 
performers  opportunity  to  interpret  the  tones'  durations  at  will,  in  the  alloted  time 
frame. The performers might find easier to think in terms of "one beat per measure", 
playing  the  measure  notes  as  they  find  fit,  without  loosing  the  general 
synchronization.

2.    In  the  ensemble  parts  at  [J3]  and  [J5],  slight  deviations  of  timing  between 
performers  is  desirable.  The conductor  will  only  cue  at  the beginning of  dotted  bar 
lines (where the arrows point), leaving each member of the ensemble to play the part 
in their own speed. The conductor will wait until everybody reaches the final note of 
the phrase, before giving the next cue.

3.    Drum Set notation

    •    Snare Drum, Bass Drum and Toms:

    •    Cymbals and Hi-Hat:

PROGRAMME NOTES

This  work  is  an  exploration  in  heterophony,  built  upon  a  popular  "Rock-ish"  style 
rhythm.

The  opening  is  a  written  version  of  the  musical  idea  that  is  to  come  in  the 
improvisation sections, where the performers are given the tone pitch, but are free to 
choose the duration of the notes. 

Such  heterophonic  textures  can  be  found  in  the  folk  music  of  many  areas  of  the 
world,  where  differences  in  instument  construction  and  range,  combined  with 
different levels of the players' vistuosity, could result in this simultaneous variation of 
the melodic line.

The duration of the piece is around 6-8 minutes.

Parts available for hire.
Please contact:

 
Alex Danson
PO Box 3666

Cathedral City, California 92235
Voice/fax: (877) 280-7891

Email: alex@alexdanson.com
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