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PROGRAMME NOTES

This work explores a sort of rhythm that was called "aksak" (which means "limping" in 
Turkish), or Bulgarian rhythm. Present in some Middle Eastern and Balkan cultures, it 
implies beats of irregular values, where the long beat is approximately 1.5 longer that the 
short ones. A rhythmic pattern such as short-short-short-long can be approximated in 
traditional music notation as 2 + 2 + 2 + 3, thus notated as 9/8 or 9/16.

This piece goes one step further, first, by inverting the normal folkloric proportions between 
short and long beats, second, by increasing the temporal difference between the irregular 
beats. The main pattern here is long-long-long-short, where the short beats vary between 
0.75 and 0.5 off the duration of the long beats. In traditional notation, this results in a 1/4 + 
1/4 + 1/4 + 3/16, alternating with 1/4 + 1/4 + 1/4 + 1/8

Melodically, the piece adopts a mixed Aeolian/Dorian mode, wide spread in the same 
folkloric cultures as the aksak rhythm.

The piece's improvisation section is intentionally written short, so that as many soloists as 
desired can try their improvisatory skills on this complex compound meter.

Thus, the title of "The Quest of The Missing Sixteenths", does not refer as much to the 
truncation of a regular 4/4 time signature, as to, like in other great quests of our and past 
times, the fact that the desirable object that generates the Quest was never there in the first 
place.

The duration of the piece is around 6-8 minutes.

PERFORMANCE NOTES

Instrumentation

Jazz Big Band

•    Reeds Section:
    •    1 Bb Soprano Saxophone
    •    1 Eb Alto Saxophone
    •    2 Bb Tenor Saxophones
    •    1 Eb Baritone

•    Brass Section:
    •    4 Bb Trumpets 
    •    4 Trombones

•    Rhythm Section 
    •    Drum Set
    •    Electric Piano
    •    5-String Electric Bass (B-E-A-D-G)

Notes and Symbols

1.    The 15/16 time signature should be always regarded (and counducted) as and irregular 4-beat 
pattern: 1/4 + 1/4 + 1/4 + 3/16, where the last 3/16 replace the 4th beat on a normal 4/4 time signature. 
Notation of 15/16 is for convenience only.

2.    Same considerations for the 14/16 time signature: 1/4 + 1/4 +1/4 + 1/8 (on the last beat)

3.    Drum Set notation

    •    Snare Drum, Bass Drum and Toms:

    •    Cymbals and Hi-Hat:
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œ̂ ‰ Jœ̈ ‰ Œ

‰ jœ
¨

≈ r
œ
^

‰ Jœ̈ ‰ Œ

‰ Jœ̈ ≈ R
œ̂

‰ J
œ̈

‰ Œ

‰ Jœ̈ ≈ R
œ̂ ‰ Jœ̈ ‰ Œ

‰ Jœ̈ ≈ R
œ̂ ‰ Jœ# ¨

‰ Œ

‰ Jœn ¨ ≈ R
œ̂ ‰ Jœ̈ ‰ Œ

‰ Jœ̈ ≈ R
œ̂ ‰ Jœn ¨

‰ Œ

‰ Jœ̈ ≈ R
œ̂ ‰ Jœ̈ ‰ Œ

‰ Jœ̈ ≈ R
œ̂ ‰ Jœ̈ ‰ Œ

‰ jœ
¨

≈ r
œ
^

‰ Jœ̈ ‰ Œ

‰ j
y

>
≈

r
y

>
‰

j
y

>
‰ Œœ œ œ œ

œ
œ
œ

R
œ
œ J

œ
œ

‰
jœœœ

¨
≈

r
œœœ

^
‰

J
œœœn ¨ ‰ Œ

‰ jœ
¨

≈ r
œ
^

‰ Jœ̈ ‰ Œ

‰ jœ
¨

≈ r
œ
^

‰ Jœ̈ ‰ Œ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

.˙ Œ

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

w

S S S S

’ ’ ’ ’
Cm11

.˙ .œ œ

K
SOLO

π

p

sparsely, add Ride/Ride cup

À À À À
Dm11

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

w

w

‘

‘

w

π

À À À À

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

w

˙ ˙

w

‘

‘

.˙ .œ œ

π

À À À À

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

w

w

w

w

‘

‘

w

π
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1614

1614

1614

1614

1614

1614

1614

1614

1614

1614

1614

1614

1614

1614

1614

1614

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

S. Sx.

A. Sx.

T. Sx. 1

T. Sx. 2

B. Sx.

Bb Tpt. 1

Bb Tpt. 2

Bb Tpt. 3

Bb Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

Tbn. 4

D. S.

Bass

Pno.

52

À À À À
Em11

∑

∑

∑

w

52

∑

∑

∑

∑

wn

w

Ó ˙

w

52

‘

52

’ ’ ’ ’
Dm11

52

.˙ .œ œ

p

p

p

p

p

À À À À

∑

∑

Ó >̇

w

w# >

w>

w>

w
>

w

w

w

w

‘

‘

w

F

P

P

P

P

À À À À

Ó
˙# >

w>

w

w

w

w

w

w

wn

w

w

w

‘

‘

w

f

F

À À À À

‰ Jœ̈ ≈ R
œ̂

‰ J
œ# ¨

‰ Œ

‰ Jœ̈ ≈ R
œ̂ ‰ Jœ̈ ‰ Œ

‰ Jœ̈ ≈ R
œ̂ ‰ Jœ̈ ‰ Œ

‰ jœ
¨

≈ r
œ
^

‰ Jœ̈ ‰ Œ

‰ Jœ̈ ≈ R
œ̂

‰ J
œ̈

‰ Œ

‰ Jœ̈ ≈ R
œ̂ ‰ Jœ̈ ‰ Œ

‰ Jœ̈ ≈ R
œ̂ ‰ Jœ# ¨

‰ Œ

‰ Jœn ¨ ≈ R
œ̂ ‰ Jœ̈ ‰ Œ

‰ Jœ̈ ≈ R
œ̂ ‰ Jœn ¨

‰ Œ

‰ Jœ̈ ≈ R
œ̂ ‰ Jœ̈ ‰ Œ

‰ Jœ̈ ≈ R
œ̂ ‰ Jœ̈ ‰ Œ

‰ jœ
¨

≈ r
œ
^

‰ Jœ̈ ‰ Œ

‰ j
y

>
≈

r
y

>
‰

j
y

>
‰ Œœ œ œ œ

œ
œ
œ

R
œ
œ J

œ
œ

‰
jœœœ

¨
≈

r
œœœ

^
‰

J
œœœn ¨ ‰ Œ

‰ jœ
¨

≈ r
œ
^

‰ Jœ̈ ‰ Œ

‰ jœ
¨

≈ r
œ
^

‰ Jœ̈ ‰ Œ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

FILL

ƒ

ƒ

Œ jœ
fl

‰ ‰ Jœ̆ ‰
Dm11

Œ Jœ̆ ‰ ‰ Jœ̆ ‰

Œ jœ
fl

‰ ‰ Jœ̆ ‰
Dm11

Œ jœ
fl

‰ ‰ jœ
fl

‰

j
œ
fl

‰ ‰ ≈ r
œ>

Œ ‰

Œ Jœ̆ ‰ ‰ J
œ̆

‰

Œ Jœ̆ ‰ ‰ Jœ̆ ‰
Dm11

jœ
fl

‰ ‰ ≈ r
œ>

Œ ‰

jœ
fl

‰ ‰ ≈ r
œ>

Œ ‰

Œ Jœ̆ ‰ ‰ Jœ̆ ‰
Cm11

Œ Jœ̆ ‰ ‰ Jœ̆ ‰

Jœ̆ ‰ ‰ ≈ R
œ> Œ ‰

jœ
fl

‰ ‰ ≈
R
œ> Œ ‰

t

>
y y t

>
y ≈ y y

j
y

.œ œ
œ

œ œ ‰ .
R
œ Jœ

œœ ..œœ œœ œœ œœ
jœœ

œœ ..œœ œœ œœ œœ J
œœ

.œ> œ
œ
> œ œ> œ

œ
œ- Jœ̂

L

F

1st time SOLO, then Backgrounds

F

F

F

F

F

F

F

F

F

F

F

F

Œ jœ
fl

‰ ‰ Jœ̆ ‰

Œ Jœ̆ ‰ ‰ Jœ̆ ‰

Œ jœ
fl

‰ ‰ Jœ̆ ‰

Œ jœ
fl

‰ ‰ jœ
fl

‰

j
œ
fl

‰ ‰ ≈ r
œ>

Œ ‰

Œ Jœ̆ ‰ ‰ J
œ̆

‰

Œ Jœ̆ ‰ ‰ Jœ̆ ‰

jœ
fl

‰ ‰ ≈ r
œ>

Œ ‰

jœ
fl

‰ ‰ ≈ r
œ>

Œ ‰

Œ Jœ̆ ‰ ‰ Jœ̆ ‰

Œ Jœ̆ ‰ ‰ Jœ̆ ‰

Jœ̆ ‰ ‰ ≈ R
œ> Œ ‰

jœ
fl

‰ ‰ ≈
R
œ> Œ ‰

‘

‘

‘

‘

Œ jœ
fl

‰ Œ ‰

Œ Jœ̆ ‰ Œ ‰

Œ jœ
fl

‰ Œ ‰

Œ jœ
fl

‰ Œ ‰

j
œ
fl

‰ Ó ‰

Œ Jœ̆ ‰ Œ ‰

Œ Jœ̆ ‰ Œ ‰

jœ
fl

‰ Ó ‰

jœ
fl

‰ Ó ‰

Œ Jœ̆ ‰ Œ ‰

Œ Jœ̆ ‰ Œ ‰

Jœ̆ ‰ Ó ‰

jœ
fl

‰ Ó ‰

‘

‘

‘

‘

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

‘

‘

‘

‘

∑
Dm11

∑

∑
Dm11

∑

∑

∑

∑
Dm11

∑

∑

∑
Cm11

∑

∑

∑

t

>
y y t

>
y ≈ y y

j
y

.œ œ
œ

œ œ ‰ .
R
œ Jœ

œœ ..œœ œœ œœ œœ
jœœ

œœ ..œœ œœ œœ œœ J
œœ

.œ> œ
œ
> œ œ> œ

œ
œ- Jœ̂
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44
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44

S. Sx.

A. Sx.

T. Sx. 1

T. Sx. 2

B. Sx.

Bb Tpt. 1

Bb Tpt. 2

Bb Tpt. 3

Bb Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

Tbn. 4

D. S.

Bass

Pno.

61

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

61

∑

∑

∑
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∑
G 9
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∑
G 9

∑

∑
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∑

∑
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F 9

∑
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y

>
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œ
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œ
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.
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œ
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œ

M

∑
Em11 A 9

∑

∑
Em11 A 9

∑

∑

∑

∑
Em11 A 9

∑

∑

∑
Dm11 G 9

∑

∑

∑

t

>
y y t

>
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j
y

œ œ
.œ
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œ
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œ
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œ
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œ

∑
G 9

∑

∑
G 9

∑

∑

∑

∑
G 9

∑

∑

∑
F 9

∑

∑

∑

«
2

«
2

«
2

«
2

∑
Em11 A 9

∑

∑
Em11 A 9

∑

∑

∑

∑
Em11 A 9

∑

∑

∑
Dm11 G 9

∑

∑

∑

∑
G 9

∑

∑
G 9

∑

∑

∑

∑
G 9

∑

∑

∑
F 9

∑

.œ>
jœ> .œ

.œ>
jœ> .œ

«
2

«
2

«
2

«
2

p

p

∑
Em11 A 9

∑

∑
Em11 A 9

∑

∑

∑

∑
Em11 A 9

∑

∑

∑
Dm11 G 9

∑

.œ>
jœ> .œ

.œ>
jœ> .œ

∑
G 9

∑

∑
G 9

∑

∑

∑

∑
G 9

∑

∑

.œ>
jœ> .œ

.œ>
Jœ
> .œ

.œ>
jœ> .œ

.œ>
jœ> .œ

«
2

«
2

«
2

«
2

p

p

∑
Em11 A 9

∑

∑
Em11 A 9

∑

∑

∑

∑
Em11 A 9

∑

∑

.œ>
jœ

>
.œ

.œ> Jœ
> .œ

.œ>
jœ> .œ

.œ>
jœ> .œ

∑
A 9

∑

∑
A 9

∑

∑

∑

∑
A 9

∑

∑
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G 9

w

w

w

y y Y y y y Y y

.œ œ
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œ ‰ .
R
œ

.œ
œ

’ ’ ’ ’
G 9

∑

.œ œ
.œ

œ ‰ . r
œ

œ œ

N

p

p

p

p

Ó
œ œn œ# œ œb

Ó œ œ# œ# œ œb

Ó
œ œ œ œb œ#

Ó œn œ# œb œ œ

Ó œ œb œ# œ# œ

∑

∑

∑

∑

w

w

w

w

y y Y y y y Y y

.œ œ
.œ

œ ‰ .
R
œ

œ

’ ’ ’ ’

∑

.œ œ
œ

œ œ ‰ . R
œ œ œ

œ

f

f

f

f

f

w

w

w

w

w

Œ œ œ œ œn ˙

Œ
œ œ# œn œ# ˙n

Œ œ œ œb œ ˙#

Œ œ# œn œ œ# ˙n

w

w

w

w

y y Y y y y Y y

.œ œ
.œ

œ ‰ .
R
œ

.œ
œ

’ ’ ’ ’
G 9

∑

.œ œ
.œ

œ ‰ . r
œ

œ œ

p

p

p

p

p

f p

f p

f p

f p

‰ J
œ̈

≈ R
œ̂

‰ J
œ# ¨

‰ Œ

‰ Jœ̈ ≈ R
œ̂

‰ J
œ# ¨

‰ Œ

‰ Jœ̈ ≈ R
œ̂ ‰ Jœ̈ ‰ Œ

‰ Jœ̈ ≈ R
œ̂ ‰ Jœ̈ ‰ Œ

‰ jœ
¨

≈ r
œ
^

‰ Jœ̈ ‰ Œ

‰ Jœ̈ ≈ R
œ̂

‰ J
œ̈

‰ Œ

‰ Jœ̈ ≈ R
œ̂ ‰ Jœ̈ ‰ Œ

‰ Jœ̈ ≈ R
œ̂ ‰ Jœ# ¨

‰ Œ

‰ Jœn ¨ ≈ R
œ̂ ‰ Jœ̈ ‰ Œ

‰ Jœ̈ ≈ R
œ̂ ‰ Jœn ¨

‰ Œ

‰ Jœ̈ ≈ R
œ̂ ‰ Jœ̈ ‰ Œ

‰ Jœ̈ ≈ R
œ̂ ‰ Jœ̈ ‰ Œ

‰ jœ
¨

≈ r
œ
^

‰ Jœ̈ ‰ Œ

‰ j
y

>
≈

r
y

>
‰

j
y

>
‰ Œœ œ œ œ

œ
œ
œ

R
œ
œ J

œ
œ

‰
jœœœ

¨
≈

r
œœœ

^
‰

J
œœœn ¨ ‰ Œ

‰ jœ
¨

≈ r
œ
^

‰ Jœ̈ ‰ Œ

‰ jœ
¨

≈ r
œ
^

‰ Jœ̈ ‰ Œ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

FILL

ƒ

ƒ

1, 2, 3.

∑Dm11

1, 2, 3.

∑

1, 2, 3.

∑Dm11

1, 2, 3.

∑

1, 2, 3.

∑

1, 2, 3.

∑

1, 2, 3.

∑Dm11

1, 2, 3.

∑

1, 2, 3.

∑

1, 2, 3.

∑Cm11

1, 2, 3.

∑

1, 2, 3.

∑

1, 2, 3.

w

1, 2, 3.

S S S S

1, 2, 3.

’ ’ ’ ’
Cm11

∑

1, 2, 3.

.˙ .œ œ

π

p

sparsely, on HiHat, Snare and Ride/Ride Cup

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

w

w

‘

‘

∑

w

π
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1615

1615

1615

1615

1615

1615

1615

1615

1615

1615

1615

1615

1615

1615

1615

1615

1615

1614

1614

1614

1614

1614

1614

1614

1614

1614

1614

1614

1614

1614

1614

1614

1614

1614

1615

1615

1615

1615

1615

1615

1615

1615

1615

1615

1615

1615

1615

1615

1615

1615

1615

1614

1614

1614

1614

1614

1614

1614

1614

1614

1614

1614

1614

1614

1614

1614

1614

1614

S. Sx.

A. Sx.

T. Sx. 1

T. Sx. 2

B. Sx.

Bb Tpt. 1

Bb Tpt. 2

Bb Tpt. 3

Bb Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

Tbn. 4

D. S.

Bass

Pno.
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∑

∑

∑

∑

∑
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∑

∑
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∑

w

˙ ˙

w
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‘
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‘

∑

78

.˙ .œ œ

π

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

w

w

w

w

‘

‘

∑

w

END or START your SOLO around here

END or START your SOLO around here

END or START your SOLO around here

END or START your SOLO around hereπ

∑
Em11

∑

∑
Em11

∑

w

∑

∑
Em11

∑

∑

wn
Dm11

w

Ó ˙

w

‘

’ ’ ’ ’
Dm11

∑

.˙ .œ œ

p

p

p

p

p

∑

∑

∑

Ó >̇

w

w# >

w>

w>
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>

w

w

w

w

‘

‘

∑

w

F

P

P

P

P

∑

Ó
˙# >

w>

w

w

w

w

w
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